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PurposePurpose

• Marijuana is the most widely available and wide used illicit drug in the 
U.S. (National Drug Intelligence Center, 2001; SAMHSA, 2001).

• Admissions to publicly-funded treatment facilities where marijuana is the 
primary drug of dependence have been on the rise (SAMHSA, 2001).

• More than one-half of persons referred to treatment for marijuana-
related treatment, were referred from the criminal justice system 
(SAMHSA, 2001).

• The criminal justice system is saturated with drug users; in 1997, drug 
users represented over 21% of state and 60% of federal prisoners (BJS, 
April 1999; Mumola, 1999).

• Quality treatment has been shown to be effective in breaking the drugs-
crime cycle (Inciardi, 1999).

To explore whether states that allow for diversion to treatment for 
possessing low-levels of marijuana also report higher admissions to the 
treatment system via a referral from the criminal justice system.

• Identify the extent of diversion provisions in state law
• Describe the characteristics of criminal justice referral
• Identify factors that help to predict criminal justice referrals

• Legislative data: original state statutory research reflecting laws in 
effect as of January 1, 1997 through January 1, 1999; data were 
collected as part of the ImpacTeen initiative.

• Treatment referral data: Treatment Episode Data Set, 1997-1999, 
SAMHSA.
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