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Pricing Policies

Â Excise & sales taxes

Â Producer subsidies

Â Consumer subsidies, food assistance 
programs

Â Tax breaks for producers, distributors, 
retailers

Â Tax breaks for individuals

Â Differential insurance premiums

Â and moreééé
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"Sugar , rum , and tobacco, are 
commodities which are no where 

necessaries of life, which are become 
objects of almost universal 

consumption, and which are therefore 
extremely proper subjects of 

taxation.

Adam Smith, An Inquiry into the Nature and 
Causes of The Wealth of Nations , 1776
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Beer Taxes and Binge Drinking

Source: CSPI Factbookon State Beer Taxes
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Source: CSPI Factbookon State Beer Taxes



Selected Food Price & Youth Weight Trends
1971-2009, Inflation Adjusted

Source: BLS; NHES - I 1960 -62; NHANES, 1971 -74, 1976 -80, 1988 -94, 1999 -2000, 2001 -02, 2003 -04, 2005 -06 , 2007 -08
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Selected Food Price & Youth Weight Trends
1971-2009, Inflation Adjusted

Source: BLS; NHES - I 1960 -62; NHANES, 1971 -74, 1976 -80, 1988 -94, 1999 -2000, 2001 -02, 2003 -04, 2005 -06 , 2007 -08
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Carbonated Beverage Prices & Youth Obesity
1995-2009, Inflation Adjusted

Source: BLS; YRBS
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Source: Tax Burden on Tobacco, 2010, and authorôs calculations
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Source: ImpacTeen Project, UIC; YRBS
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Tobacco Industry is Outspending 
Prevention Efforts 24:1 ðFY2011
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Policies Affecting Availability

Â Licensing 

Â Minimum age for sale and/or purchase

Â Tax breaks 

Â Zoning policies

Â Community planning policies

Â Limits/bans on sales in various venues

Â Mandated insurance coverage





Food Deserts



Food Swamps
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Information Policies

Â Information shocks

Â Regulation of descriptors

Â Mandatory warning labels

Â Nutrition labeling

Â School based programs

Â Mass media campaigns

Â Limits/bans on marketing


