
1

The State of Tobacco

Control in Nebraska:

One Economistôs Perspective

Frank J. Chaloupka
University of Illinois at Chicago

Change ïChallenge - Progress
Tobacco Free Nebraska State Conference

Lincoln, NE,  April 20, 2011



2

Overview

Â MPOWER Framework

Å ñMonitorò the tobacco 
epidemic

Å ñProtectò non-smokers

Å ñOfferò help to quit

Å ñWarnò about the harms

Å ñEnforceò marketing bans

Å ñRaiseò taxes

Â Focus on:

Å Where weôve been

Å Where we are now

Å Where we can go
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Monitor
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Source:  TBOT
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Source:  TBOT
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Source:  BRFSS
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Source:  BRFSS
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Source:  YRBS, YTS; some data points  interpolated
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Source:  YRBS, YTS; some data points  interpolated
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Source: BRFSS
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Source: BRFSS
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Most Recent Scientific Evidence: 

Active Smoking

Source: adapted by CTLT from the U.S. Surgeon Generalõs Report. (2004); from JHBSPH/IGTC on-line 

course
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Tobacco Use in Nebraska

Â Where have we been?

ÅSlow but steady progress in 
reducing tobacco use in NE

Â Adult & youth smoking prevalence, 
cigarette consumption falling over 
time

Â Declines comparable to US and 
neighbors
Å Sharper declines in sales in some neighboring 

states in recent years
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Tobacco Use in Nebraska

Â Where are we?

ÅMuch remains to be done:
Â Over 220,000 adults currently smoke

Å Persistent racial/ethnic, socio -economic, and 
gender disparities

Â Over 20,000 high school kids are likely 
currently smoking

Â Many non -smokers exposed to tobacco 
smoke at home, in workplaces 

Â ~2,300 premature deaths each year caused 
by smoking
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Tobacco Use in Nebraska

Â Where are we?

ÅConsiderable economic costs

Â Over $750 million spent annually to 
treat diseases caused by smoking
Å Significant fraction paid by public health insurance 

programs

Â Another $625 million in lost 
productivity from premature deaths 
caused by smoking


