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Analysis of news coverage

I.  Coverage of Tobacco Issues Overall

Volume 

Scope

Types of Articles

Slant

II.  Coverage of SmokeLess States Efforts: Clean Indoor Air, 

Excise Taxes, and Medicaid Coverage of Cessation 

Volume

Scope

Types of Articles

Slant

III.  Relationship between newspaper coverage and:

SLS Tobacco Control Efforts (SoTC)

Policy Changes (Legislative Tracking)



The Good Newséé.







And Now For The Bad Newsééé.









Stories per Month, 1/02-5/02

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

6000

7000

January February March April May

T
o

b
a

c
c

o
-R

e
la

te
d

 

S
to

r
ie

s







Legislative and Regulatory 

Tracking Component of the 

SmokeLess States 

Evaluation



AIM OF THE SYSTEM

ÅTo monitor the substance and progress of tobacco-related 
bills and regulations across the SmokeLess States states 
and remaining states

ÅAll bills/regulations containing tobacco-related keyword(s)

ÅExamples: Tobacco, Cigarettes, Smoking, Master Settlement 
Agreement

ÅHave received over 1,000 bills and proposed regulations since 
January 1, 2002

Data Collected



PROCEDURE vs. POLICY

ÅAre tobacco-related 
bills introduced within 
the SmokeLess States?

ÅAre these bills 
enacted?  

ÅOr do they linger in 
committee?

ÅWhich tobacco-related 
policy areas do the 
bills and regulations 
address? 

ÅWhat do the bills and 
regulations aim to 
change?  



POLICY FOCUS

ÅSystem tracks 17 tobacco policy areas (Advertising 
to Youth Access)

ÅHowever, system focuses most closely upon three 
policy types - Smoke-Free Air, Tobacco Excise 
Taxes & Medicaid Cessation Coverage 

ÅSuccess measured by introduction, progress, and 
enactment of policies and/or defeat of anti-tobacco 
control measures (e.g. preemption)



Introduced Legislation: 1/1/02 - 5/31/02 



ImpacTeen is part of Bridging the Gap: Research Informing Practice

for Healthy Youth Behavior, supported by the Robert Wood Johnson
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